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Sounds Week 4 Family Science  

VIDEO

What Your Child Will Learn  
Science skills: Observing, describing, and comparing sounds
Science ideas: 
• Sounds can be loud or soft (or quiet).
• Sounds can be high or low.
Vocabulary words to practice: sound, different, listen, imitate, copy  

Chirp, Chirp, Tweet, 
Tweet, Chirp 
Chirp has an amazing ability to listen.  

Making
       Music  
Use music and instruments to explore sound.

Day1(20–30 minutes)
 

What You Need      
  Video: Chirp, Chirp, Tweet, Tweet, Chirp (9 minutes)

What to Do  
Sit together so you can talk about the video while you watch.       
1. Before you watch, SAY: Peep and Chirp decide to search for “amazing things.” Let’s see  

what they find.   

http://www.peepandthebigwideworld.com/en/kids/videos/149/chirp-chirp-tweet-tweet-chirp/?hide_related=true
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ACTIVITY

What Your Child Will Learn  
Science skills: Testing, observing, and experimenting with sounds, describing and 
comparing them, and sharing ideas 
Science ideas: 
• Sounds can be loud or soft (or quiet).
• Sounds can be high or low.
Vocabulary words to practice: sound, concert, describe, different, test, maracas

Making Maracas  
Make two maracas, each with a very  
different sound.

2. After you watch together, 
• ASK: What did Chirp do that was “amazing?”
• SAY: Chirp listened to the sounds of birds and then imitated them. He copied the sounds he 

heard. Let’s try it!  
• SAY: I’m going to make a bird sound. See if you can imitate it. Then you make a bird sound 

and I’ll try to imitate it. 

Ask Questions and Talk About Ideas
Take turns listening and speaking. 

What You Need
  two empty plastic bottles with screw-on caps or containers with lids
  small objects to put inside the bottles (dried beans, rice, small toys, pebbles)

What to Do
1. Give your child the containers and small objects. 

2. SAY: Let’s make a musical instrument called a maraca. Here’s 
what they look like. Show picture above. You shake them 
to make sounds. We’ll make two of them. Each one should 
sound different from the other.

3. Have your child add things to the containers.    

4. Test each container by shaking each one separately. ASK: 
• Do they sound different from each other? What is different about their sounds?  
• If they don’t, ASK: What can you do to make them sound different? 
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5. Have your child shake the maracas in different ways—fast, slow, gently, strongly. How does 
that make a difference in how they sound?

Play and Explore Together
Notice what excites your child—and play along!

Keep Learning!
• Put on some music and shake the maracas to the beat.    
• Make more maracas with different objects. Play them and talk about the different sounds 

they make.

Explore More!
Add new materials to explore in a different way.
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VIDEO

What Your Child Will Learn  
Science skills: Observing, describing, and comparing sounds
Science ideas: 
• An action has to happen to make a sound. 
• Sounds can be loud or soft (or quiet).
• Sounds can be high or low.  
Vocabulary words to practice: instruments, different, sound 

Sizes and Sounds 
Kids make instruments and notice the 
different sounds they make.

Day 2 (20–30 minutes) 

What You Need      
  Video: Sizes and Sounds (1½ minutes) 

What to Do
Sit together so you can talk about the video while you watch.  
1. Before you watch, SAY: Let’s watch kids make musical instruments!    

2. After you watch together, ASK your child to describe the instruments and what they 
sounded like.  

  
Ask Questions and Talk About Ideas
Talk out loud about your ideas so your child can learn from listening to you. Start by 
saying, “I wonder . . . ,” “I think . . . ,” and “What if . . . ?”

http://peepandthebigwideworld.com/en/kids/videos/296/sizes-and-sounds/?hide_related=true


5

ACTIVITY

What Your Child Will Learn  
Science skills: Testing, observing, and experimenting with sounds, describing  
and comparing them, recording observations, and sharing ideas
Science ideas: 
• An action has to happen to make a sound. 
• Different objects make different sounds. 
• Sounds can be loud or soft (or quiet).
• Sounds can be high or low.
Vocabulary words to practice: instruments, sound, loud, soft, high, low, change, 
notice, drum 

Make a Drum Set 
Make sounds by tapping on containers.

What You Need 
  empty plastic and metal containers with or without lids (if no lids, turn them upside  
down so you can drum on the bottom)

  cardboard boxes, cardboard tubes (optional)
  sticks, rulers, unsharpened pencils, or spoons for drumsticks
  cellphone to take a video with

What to Do
1. SAY: Let’s make drums like the kids in the video.

Play and Explore Together
Your attention and encouragement make a big difference!  

2. Have your child make drums out of the different materials. Compare the different ways  
to make sounds.  

3. ASK: If you hit the drum with your hand instead of the stick (or spoon), what do you notice 
about the sound? 

Play and Explore Together
Guide your child’s science play—but don’t take over! 

4. Take a video of your child playing the drums.   



6

Talk About What You Learned
• Listen to the video without watching it. ASK: Can you tell which drums are making  

which sounds?
• Now watch the video. ASK: Which drum is your favorite? What do you like about it?  
• What are your drums made out of? How do you think what it is made out of changes  

the sound?

Ask Questions and Talk About Ideas
Make recordings, listen to them, and discuss. To learn, children need to reflect on 
(think about) what they did. 

 
Keep Learning!  
• Give a concert for your family. Play the drums and the maracas you made the other day. 

Play in different kinds of ways: happy, sad, wild, gentle.  
• Look around your home for other things to make instruments out of.

Explore More!
Add new materials to explore in a different way.

• Talk about the music your family likes to listen to and if anyone you know plays an  
instrument. What kind of instrument is it and what does it sound like?

Ask Questions and Talk About Ideas
Connect what you are doing to something your child already knows about— 
the music your family listens to.  

Online Game (Optional)
Go to the PEEP and the Big Wide World website 
(peepandthebigwideworld.com) and play a game about 
sounds called Sounds Like Fun! Make music with the 
animals who live in the big, wide world
  
Play, Talk, and Explore More! 
Congratulations! You’ve completed a month of science activities about sounds. Look for 
other opportunities to keep exploring sounds together. The more you play, talk, and explore 
together, the more you help your child think, learn, and grow.   
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